
Text-to-Speech – How-to Guide 

 

Please note that this feature is available for Chapter content only. 

 

Requirements 

Subscription to an e-book that offers the text-to-speech feature. 

Latest version of either Google Chrome, Mozilla Firefox, or Microsoft Edge browser. 

Windows 7, 8 or 10. 

 

Instructions 

1. Find your e-book subscription that has the text-to-speech feature. 

2. Click on the Read Online button to open the e-book. 

3. Select a chapter from the Table of Contents list. 

4. Once the chapter page loads, the Enable Text To Speech button appears at the top right corner of the 
screen. Click on the checkbox to enable it.  

5. Press Play to start reading from the beginning of the chapter. The Playlist allows reading to start from 
the chapter introduction, summary, or any of the objectives. Simply click on the drop down arrow, and 
select an item in the list. 

6. Press Pause/Play as you need. Use the Rate and Volume selectors to set your preference. 

 

Text-to-Speech Menu Buttons 

Playlist – Contains a drop down menu with the start points for the chapter introduction, summary, and each 
of the objectives. Click on any of the items in the list to start the reading from the point of selection. 

Play – Starts reading the chapter text from the beginning of the current selection. After pausing, it will resume 
at the beginning of the paragraph where it paused. 

Pause – Immediately pauses the reading. 

Rate – Changes the speed at which the voice reads the text. Use the slider to set the desired rate. It may be 
necessary to press Play again to resume reading, depending on the browser. Default value is 1 (normal speed); 
changing it to the minimum will make the voice read ¼ as fast; and max value will make it read 2x as fast. 

Volume – Use the slider to adjust how loud the voice reads the text. 

Voice Selector – Allows the user to change the voice that is reading the text. Currently, this feature is only 
available on Mozilla Firefox and Microsoft Edge. The default English setting is Microsoft David. Click on the 
drop down menu to select a different voice. 



The available voices are dependent on the Windows operating system and the browser used to view the e-
book. Google Chrome only has one voice available, which is why it does not have a voice selector. However, 
Google Chrome is currently the only browser that can read nonEnglish ebooks. 

 

Important Notes 

Web browser speech synthesis (text-to-speech) is still in development for website use. Therefore, some issues 
may arise. The table in the Known Issues section below lists some of the causes. 

Always use the latest version of a browser to view the e-book. 

Text-to-speech is not mobile friendly. It only works when viewing the e-book on a computer. 

Text-to-speech has not been tested on Windows 8. 

Internet Explorer does not support text-to-speech. 

 

Known Issues 

Issues Known Causes 
Voice is not reading text 
consecutively. 

More than one tab, or more than one browser, is using 
text-to-speech at the same time. 

Voice does not start reading after 
clicking on an Objective in the 
Playlist (Google Chrome). 

When the voice is already reading, making a new 
selection from the Playlist simply stops the reading; it 
does not start the new selection. 
There are two ways to fix this: 
a Click on Pause before choosing a new item from the 

Playlist. 

b If reading was not paused, select the item from the 
Playlist again. Reading for the new selection will 
begin. 

Voice does not continue reading, or 
restarts when adjusting the rate or 
volume while the voice is reading. 

Text-to-speech is still experimental, and it behaves 
differently depending on the browser you are using. For 
best and most consistent results use Mozilla Firefox. 

Voice continues reading even after 
closing tab. 

Text-to-speech runs in the browser, not the tab. Close the 
browser to stop reading. 

Table of Contents links stop working. While trying to navigate the chapter please use the 
Playlist on the text-to-speech menu. 

 


